
 

  

April 2009 

The Birch Log 
WWW.BIRCHWOODLAKES.ORG 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Monday, April 13

th
 @ 7:30 PM 

At the Clubhouse 

The Birchwood Lakes Officers and Directors will be 

addressing the issues affecting our community. 

Members are encouraged to attend. The Officers 

and Directors will be making decisions for you. 

Why not express your ideas? For detailed info on 

the meeting agenda and future meeting dates, go to 

our website and click on òBoard Meetingsó. 

Non-members who wish to join the Birchwood 

Lakes Colony Club are encouraged to come to the 

meeting. Their application will be taken at the 

meeting. 

FUND RAISING YARD SALE HUGE SUCCESS!!! 

Thanks to literally hundreds of items donated to the yard sale in March, we raised almost $1,100 (split be-

tween my partner, Lynn and I) for the Breast Cancer 3-Day benefitting Susan G. Komen for the Cure and 

the National Philanthropic Trust Breast Cancer Fund.  I can't thank you all enough for your incredibly gen-

erous donations.  My friend, Lynn, and I spent an entire day setting up our yard sale store with all types of 

items.  We had books, clothes, furniture, handbags, lamps, pictures, jewelry, and household items.  The day 

was a perfect sunny, cool day . . . a perfect day to begin the wonderful yard sale season! 

 

If you missed our yard sale, and would like to do-

nate to the Breast Cancer 3-Day, please contact 

me at 609-953-2734, or visit my personal page at 

WWW.The3Day.org.  Once on the website, click 

on DONATE and "search for participant".  Then en-

ter my name, and you will be put into my personal 

page.  You can make a donation right on-line. Part 

of my participation in the three day walk in Octo-

ber is my commitment to raise $2,300.  So far, I 

have raised $836, thanks mostly from proceeds of 

the yard sale!  This has been an amazing experi-

ence for me.  The desire to find a cure for a disease 

that has touched so many of us is incredibly strong.  

Thank you in advance for your donations, contribu-

tions and support!  Nora Zurzolo 

BIRCHWOOD HELPING HANDS 

We have many elderly residents that live in Birch-

wood. Some have a difficult time getting things done 

in their yard or just simple cleaning out their closets 

etc.. I thought it would be a great idea to get the kids 

of Birchwood involved in helping out the elderly 

residents. I will be the point contact but what I 

would like is an ad to be put in to the effect that if 

there are any elderly people that need help call 

me... and if there are kids who need community 

hours or are willing to help their neighbor to also call 

me. I will then coordinate to get the help to the resi-

dents who have this need. Sandy Scott  953-5640 
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2009 Officers & Directors  
 

President John Cirenza 953-8912 

J.CIRENZA@verizon.net 

Treasurer Steve Wilus 654-8683 

STEVE.WILUS@CITIZENSBANK.com 

Secretary Pat Rottkamp 953-0405 

AJCR123@aol.com 

V.P. Finance Harry Richards  

 

V.P. Lakes Bill Brown 654-9291 

KERRYBILL@comcast.net 

V.P. Property Guy Scott 953-5640 

GNSSCOTT@comcast.net 

V.P. Recreation Cathie Sterling 953-1672 

CASTERLING@comcast.net 

Financial Sect. Jack Campbell 953-7602

 CAMPBELL4266@verizon.net  

  

Directors 

Tom Andreacci 11/2010 654-7922 

TOMANDREACCI@yahoo.com 

Carol Kontos-Cohen11/2008 714-2203 

KONTOS@georgian.edu 

Kelly Maguire 11/2009 654-8483 

MAGUIREFAMILY1@COMCAST.NET 

John Rothwell  654-4678 

JOHNROTHWELL@hotmail.com 

Joe Russomanno 11/2008 654-1991 

RUSSOMANNO@verizon.net 

Steve Strauss 11/2010 953-0780 

 SGS321@verizon.net 

Kevin Wall 11/2009 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 

  

 The Birchwood Lakes Colony Club 
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The Birch Log is published just prior to each monthly meeting and before any special meeting. Materials for the newsletter should 

be received 12 days before the meeting. Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month, at 7:30 PM, in the Clubhouse. 
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Committees 

Architectural 

Chairperson Bill Brown 654-9291 

John Fiore  654-1080 

Antony Parsons  654-2033 

Guy Scott  953-5640 

Dan Ziomek  654-4635 

Clubhouse 

Chairperson Valerie Wall 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 

Sandy Scott  Kevin Wall 

Communications 

Website 

Webmaster Al Homann 953-3222 

AHOMANN@aol.com 

The Birch Log 

Editor Al Homann 953-3222 

Birch Log Distribution 

N Lakeside Dr W Bill Bielec 654-1761 

S Lakeside Dr W Joe Zurzolo 953-2734 

Upper Lake Connie Ziomek 654-4635 

Garden 

Chairperson Ed Briggs 953-7949 

Lakes Restoration 

Chairperson Tom Andreacci 654-7922 

THOMASANDREACCI@msn.com 

Membership 

Chairperson Patty Yulick 953-5380 

PATTYYULICK@comcast.net 

 

COOLER BY A MILE . . . AVALON 
For rent:  immaculate three bedroom, two bath sin-

gle family home.  Perfect for your family vaca-

tion.  Amenities include central a/c, front and back 

decks, enclosed outside shower with h/c water,  gas 

grill and off-street parking.  Two and a half blocks to 

the beach, 1/2 block to town . . . this quiet, family 

shore town offers complete relaxation!  Call for 

availability and rates - Nora Zurzolo @ 953-2734. 
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Subject:  Please i need your help  

Date:  3/19/2009 6:06:03 A.M. Eastern Daylight 

 
From:  thomasandreacci@msn.com 

I am in a hurry writing you this message, i don't have much time on the pc here, so i have to brief you 
my present situation which requires your urgent response. Actually, I had a trip to Malaysia for a pro-
gram called "Empowering Youth to Fight Racism, HIV/AIDS, Poverty and Lack of Education, the pro-
gram is taking place in three major countries in Asia which are Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia. But 
unfortunately for me, my little bag where my money, passport, document's and other valuable things 
got stolen at the hotel where i lodged due to a robbery incident that happened in the hotel. I have been 
so restless since last night, the present condition that i found myself is very hard for me to explain, I am 
really stranded here because i have been without any money, i am even owing the hotel here as well, 
moreover the Hotel's telephone lines here got disconnected by the robbers and they are trying to get 
them fixed back. I have access to only emails at the library because they also took my cell phone 
which i have all my contacts. I am now owing a hotel bill of $1,400 and they wanted me to pay the bill 
soon. I need this help from you urgently to help me back home, I need you to help me with the hotel bill 
and i will also need $2,000 to feed and help myself back home. So please can you help me with a sum 
of $3,400 USD to sort out my problems here. I am sending you this email from the city Library, I will 
appreciate what so ever you can afford to send me for now and I promise to pay back your money as 
soon as i return home. So please use the details of one of the hotel managers below to send the 
money to me through Western Union money transfer because that is the only way i could be able to 
get it fast and leave since he has a valid ID to pick up the money for me from the western union office 
here. These are the details below.... 
   
Name: Asantewaa Faustina Adwoa 
Address: 29B Jalan Loke Yew, Bandar Melaka, Malaysia 
Text question: To whom 
Answer: Thomas Andreacci 
  
After you have send the money, email to me the western union money transfer control number or you 
can attach and forward to me the western union money transfer receipt so that i can pick up the money 
fast and leave. 
  
Thanks and get back to me soon. 
 
Tom 

Scams are no april foolõs joke 
Al Homann 

On March 19
th
 I opened my computer to find the email shown below in my incoming mail box. In the 

sender box was òFrom: thomasandreacci@msn.comó. In the last several months I have received more and 

more emails, generally from people selling prescription drugs from outside the USA, where the sender has 

been my own name! I delete them without opening them. So when I saw Tomõs name, it didnõt occur to me 

that someone else would be using his name on their email to me. When I read the email, I thought, òThis 

isnõt Tomó. I immediately called several neighbors until I found Steve Cohen at home and he told me Tom 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:thomasandreacci@msn.com
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was in Florida. As you can guess, this caused troubles for Tom who then had to get a new email provider and 

new email name. Several days later, Ross Alber emailed me Tomõs new address and asked that I get it into 

the Birch Log. His new email address is TOMANDREACCI@yahoo.com. Just as when your credit is stolen, it 

takes you time and often money to undo what others, who seem to go scot free, do to you. 

 

This was to be the first of two scams I personally experienced in that week! Holy Cow, Bernie Madoff is alive 

and well. The second scam happened to my 83 year old aunt, living alone, in Naples, Florida. She called me 

to say she was trying to get her monthly checking account bank statement to balance and couldnõt find an 

error somewhere in her checkbook. Just as she was doing this, her phone rang. When she answered a manõs 

voice said, òThis is the bank. We are having trouble with you account balance and need your account num-

ber so we can straighten everything out before it affects your account.ó But my aunt was quick witted 

enough to think, òWhy does the bank need my account number? They are the bank and they are working 

on my account!ó She didnõt know what to say so she just hung up. Later she thought she would call them 

back. Using her phoneõs call back feature, she called. A woman answered who would only speak French to 

her (which my aunt doesnõt speak) and so my aunt hung up again. My aunt later called me and told me of 

this experience she had and to ask me if she had done the right thing. Folks, these scam artists are alive, well 

and everywhere! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Blcc puts out a call for lifeguards  
If any resident of Birchwood thought being a life guard at our beach was a ho-hum job, that perception was 

shattered one day last summer. That was the day Devon Cobb 

was taking his job seriously. Not just standing around shooting 

the breeze with his buddies or whoever. Devon was watching  

the children closely. He noticed an unattended four year old 

make his way out the dock (on the left center of the picture). 

Then, quicker than you could believe, he saw the boy topple 

into the water. Devon rescued him. Now we all know and ap-

preciate the work these guards do. What is more valuable than 

saving a life? If you would like to be a life guard or know some-

one who would, contact John Cirenza. at 953-8912 or 

J.Cirenza@verizon.net. The applicant must be al least 16, be 

certified to do CPR and have either a BSA or Red Cross certifi-

cation. Lifeguard classes will be given in May to provide these 

certifications for applicants. These are paying jobs. 

Respect for nature?  
Presidentõs Island in the Upper 

Lake has been visited by vandals 

intent on destroying bird habitats 

and the eggs in the nests. How 

mean spirited! 
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NJ Legislature to eliminate ôspecial assessmentõ for all lake communities 
Talk about being in the right place at the right time, are we getting lucky or what?  Here is the background. A 

NJ bill entitled òNJ Dam Upgrade & Restoration Programó is about to be signed into law. This bill was spon-

sored by a high official in the 

government who happens to 

have a home in the Pinecliff 

Lake Community, West Mil-

ford, NJ. So what, you ask? 

Several years ago, Pinecliff 

Lake Community also had a 

storm which dumped many 

inches of rain. They had 

flooding as we did. They had 

their dam damaged much as 

BLCC had our dams damaged 

by the heavy rain storm. They 

voted to repair their dams but 

did not vote to have their lake 

dredged. They too had a Spe-

cial Assessment and now they 

are assessed as we are. Now 

donõt you think a very small 

percentage of this ôstimulus 

infrastructureõ money could 

be steered around to where itõs most needed? Of course! How about if the grant were to cover every lake 

community that suffered dam damage in 2004 floods and had to repair and bring their dams up to current 

NJ Dam Standards?  That would make it ôfairõ. But more important, that would give cover for the grant to 

Pinecliff Lake residents. 

None the less, checking this 

out, we qualify! Hooray! 

This grant money would 

retire the entire ôSpecial 

Assessmentsõ at every NJ 

community that had to up-

grade their dams to the 

new NJ standards. A Bill 

before the NJ House (H-09-

174) has already passed. NJ 

Senate bill S-09-32 has al-

ready passed too and that 

would do just what we 

need. The bills were in 

conference two weeks ago 

and were to be signed by 

the Governor on April Fools 

Day. Oh my! 

Timber Lake dam, July 2004 


