
 

  

January 2009 

The Birch Log 
WWW.BIRCHWOODLAKES.ORG 

Regular Monthly Meeting 
Monday, January 12

th
 @ 7:30 PM 

At the Clubhouse 

The Birchwood Lakes Officers and Directors will be 

addressing the issues affecting our community. 

Members are encouraged to attend. The Officers 

and Directors will be making decisions for you. 

Why not express your ideas? For detailed info on 

the meeting agenda and future meeting dates, go to 

our website and click on “Board Meetings”. 

Non-members who wish to join the Birchwood 

Lakes Colony Club are encouraged to come to the 

meeting. Their application will be taken at the 

meeting. 

Almost two years ago, our long time resident Landis 

Eby, in his will, left the BLCC $25,000.00 towards 

the cost of building a pedestrian bridge over the 

Lower Lake next to the west side of Jackson Road, a 

dream he had for many years. A bridge that appears 

to be similar to what Landis had in mind exists along 

the side of Westfield Road just north of Salem Road 

in Moorestown. It crosses Swede Run. As the photo-

graph shows, the bridge in Moorestown is over dry 

ground that becomes water covered during periods 

of heavy rain. As Moorestown has a sidewalk along 

the length of Westfield Road, this was their solution 

to keeping the sidewalk usable during inclement 

weather. A bridge like this over our Lower Lake 

would cost much more than $25,000.00. A commit-

tee chaired by John Rothwell with representatives 

from Medford Township and Burlington County are 

working on this project. They hope to have it „shovel 

ready‟ in case any „stimulation money‟ comes our 

way. Who knows, this could be our bridge to South 

Lakeside Drive West! And that‟s not a bridge to 

„nowhere‟. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR to ALL BLCC MEMBERS 
With the dams repaired, the lakes dredged and the common areas looking better than ever, Members have 

reasons to celebrate. 2009 is going to be a great year for the BLCC. Remember, you read it here, first! 

A BLCC THANKS TOé. 
Liz Bilecki for all her hard work helping me decorate 

and set up for the annual meeting.  I would also 

thank Michelle Swift, Kathy Lawlor, Anne Buchanan, 

Sandy Scott and Liz Bilecki for all their hard work 

making the kids party and the BLCC caroling a suc-

cess.  And a big thank you to Guy Scott for driving 

the Chris tmas carolers in his truck!                 

Thanks!    Christina Fennimore 

Toys for Tots Drive a Huge Success 
Our sincere appreciation goes out to everyone who 

donated to the Toys for Tots drive this year. Even in 

these tough economic times our neighborhood dug 

deep and participation increased. We could barely 

fit all the gifts into the car when we picked them up 

and that didn't even include all the packages that 

were previously dropped off. The generosity of our 

Birchwood Lakes community is amazing and very 

heartwarming. We wish you all a happy, healthy 

and prosperous 2009. Kerry Brown  & Nora Zur-

zolo.  

A bridge overé  whereõs the water? 
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2009 Officers & Directors 

President John Cirenza 953-8912 

J.CIRENZA@verizon.net 

Treasurer Steve Wilus 654-8683 

STEVE.WILUS@CITIZENSBANK.com 

Secretary Pat Rottkamp 953-0405

 AJCR123@aol.com  

V.P. Finance Harry Richards  

 

V.P. Lakes Bill Brown 654-9291 

KERRYBILL@comcast.net 

V.P. Property Guy Scott 953-5640 

GNSSCOTT@comcast.net 

V.P. Recreation  Justin Case 784-2770 

 

Financial Sect. Jack Campbell 953-7602

 CAMPBELL88@comcast.net  

  

Directors  

Tom Andreacci 11/2010 654-7922 

THOMASANDREACCI@msn.com 

Carol Kontos-Cohen11/2011 714-2203 

KONTOS@georgian.edu 

Kelly Maguire 11/2009 654-8483 

MAGUIREFAMILY1@COMCAST.NET 

John Rothwell Past President 654-4678 

JOHNROTHWELL@hotmail.com 

Joe Russomanno 11/2011 654-1991 

RUSSOMANNO@verizon.net 

Steve Strauss 11/2010 953-0780 

 SGS321@verizon.net 

Kevin Wall 11/2009 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 

  

 The Birchwood Lakes Colony Club 

PO Box 382  Medford, NJ 08055 

WWW.BIRCHWOODLAKES.ORG 

Copyright © 2009 Birchwood Lakes Colony Club 

All rights reserved 

The Birch Log is published just prior to each monthly meeting and before any special meeting. Materials for the newsletter should 

be received 12 days before the meeting. Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month, at 7:30 PM, in the Clubhouse. 

Material may be faxed to 609-953-3222 but the preferred method is by e-mail to AHomann@aol.com. Your e-mail will be ac-

knowledged within 48 hours. If you receive no acknowledgement, call 609-953-3222. 

  

Committees 

Architectural 

Chairperson Bill Brown 654-9291 

John Fiore  654-1080 

Antony Parsons  654-2033 

Guy Scott  953-5640 

Dan Ziomek  654-4635 

Clubhouse 

Chairperson Valerie Wall 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 

Sandy Scott  Kevin Wall 

Communications 

Website 

Webmaster Al Homann 953-3222 

AHOMANN@aol.com 

The Birch Log 

Editor Al Homann 953-3222 

Birch Log Distribution 

N Lakeside Dr W Nora Zurzolo 953-2734 

S Lakeside Dr W Joe Zurzolo 953-2734 

Upper Lake Connie Ziomek 654-4635 

Garden 

Chairperson Ed Briggs 953-7949 

Lakes Restoration 

Chairperson Tom Andreacci 654-7922 

THOMASANDREACCI@msn.com 

Membership 

Chairperson Patty Yulick 953-5380 

PATTYYULICK@comcast.net 

 

Here yesterday, gone today 

Our canoe blew away during the wind storm several 

weeks ago.  It is a hunter green plastic hull, Olde 

Town canoe and has both BLCC and Medford Lakes 

Colony Club 2007 stickers on it. Anyone with infor-

mation please contact Aimee McClain, 176 S Lake-

side Drive East at 856-669-7828 or email me at 

AIMEE.S.MCCLAIN@IMCO.COM   Thanks so much. 
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PROPERTY TRANSFER INFORMATION FOR 
Buyers, Sellers and Realtors In Birchwood Lakes 

  
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BACKGROUND 

  
Prior to the flood of July 2004, the three lakes in Birchwood Lakes underwent the natural silting that occurs in lakes. The 

lakes needed dredging.  The July 2004 flood damaged both dams and both dams required repairs. This brought on a require-
ment by New Jersey for the dams to be brought up to 2008 NJ Dam Standards. The estimated cost for both the dam repairs 

and lake dredging was approximately $2.4 million. Since the lakes are owned by the Birchwood Lakes Colony Club, a pri-

vate corporation, and not by Medford Township, Burlington County or the State of NJ, the cost of this project had to be 

borne by the property owners of Birchwood Lakes. At that time, it was determined by the vote of a large majority of the 
property owners to do the dam repairs and the lake dredging as one single project. The amount to be paid by each property 

owner was to be determined by a Special Assessor hired by Medford Township by Ordinance #2005-26.  All the properties 

and the amount assessed to each property are listed in the Special Assessments by Property. You can approximate the an-

nual payment by multiplying the original Special Assessment by 7%. 

 DISCLAIMER: The following generalized information is not legal advice and is presented here only to give the residents 

of Birchwood Lakes óHeads Upô information about the Special Assessment. Only an attorney can give legal advice. 

  

The Special Assessment assigned to each property is NOT a lien on the property. However, the Special Assessment can re-
sult in a lien on the property if it is not paid when due. A tax sale of the property can result from a foreclosure action if the 

tax lien is not paid upon demand. 

  
PROPERTY SETTLEMENT INFORMATION 

  

At Settlement, the remainder of the Special Assessment MAY be paid off either by the seller, the buyer or any combination, 
but does NOT have to be paid off. If it is not paid off at settlement, the buyer and both title companies MUST be informed 

in writing prior to settlement of the details of the Special Assessment on this property. You should consider having this in-

formation added to the Agreement of Sale as well as an Addendum to the deed for recording. This information is available 
only at the Medford Township Tax Collectorôs Office as it is NOT recorded at the Burlington County Clerkôs Office. If the 

Special Assessment is not paid off, then annual payments on this Special Assessment would continue until the Special As-

sessment is paid in full. Your attorney, required in real estate transactions by NJ statue, will prepare the documents. 
 
An amendment was used in a late 2008 real estate transaction. Shown below is how an Amendment could look. It is a  

SAMPLE (i.e. serving as an illustration) and NOT as an EXAMPLE (i.e. one that serves as a pattern to be imitated).  

 AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT FOR SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

This Amendment was prepared on the __ of December 2008, relative to a certain Contract for Sale of Real Estate prepared on the 

__ of December 2008, between _________, the Sellers, and ______, the Buyer. 

Whereby Seller and Buyer agree to sell and buy that certain tract of land and premises situated in the Municipality of Medford, 

County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, more commonly known as __ S. Lakeside Drive ___. 

and WHEREAS Seller and Buyer have agreed as follows: 

The Buyer and Seller both understand that this property has received a Special Assessment for the repair of the dams and the dredg-

ing of the lakes. The assessment is $490.00 per year for 20 years, this calculation received from the Medford Township Tax Collector 

showing the present balance and the remaining annual payments based on a $7,000.00 assessment at 2% interest per year. This 

calculation paperwork will be made part of this agreement. The Seller will pay the first assessment on January 1st of 2009. The Buyer 

will take over the remaining annual payments required to fully pay the assessment. 

This amendment to the Contract for Sale shall not be construed to abrogate any of the other terms or conditions of the Contract for 

Sale. 

Editor‟s note: Source documents, underlined above, are on our website. 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Alfred%20Homann\My%20Documents\08%20My%20Web%20Sites\Cert%20of%20Incorporation.pdf
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Alfred%20Homann\My%20Documents\08%20My%20Web%20Sites\Cert%20of%20Incorporation.pdf
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Alfred%20Homann\My%20Documents\08%20My%20Web%20Sites\medford_township.htm
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Alfred%20Homann\My%20Documents\08%20My%20Web%20Sites\Spec%20Assmts.pdf
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