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Regular Monthly Meeting  
Monday, June 9th @ 7:30 PM 

At the Clubhouse 

The Birchwood Lakes Officers and Directors will be 

addressing the issues affecting our community. Mem-

bers are encouraged to attend. The Officers and Direc-

tors will be making decisions for you. Why not express 

your ideas? For detailed info on the meeting agenda and 
future meeting dates, go to our website and click on 

òBoard Meetingsó. 

Non-members who wish to join the Birchwood Lakes 

Colony Club are encouraged to come to the meeting. 

Their application will be taken at the meeting. 

No good deed goes unpunished! 

In May, Judge Harold Wells III had made a finding that a $200,000.00 payment by Ohio Causality Company 

on behalf of its client, the Birchwood Lakes Colony Club, would be accepted as a settlement in the class ac-

tion lawsuit Arruda v Birchwood Lake Colony, BUR-L-2189-04. This settlement would be paid to the 200 

plaintiffs suing the BLCC and other dam owners, contractors, utilities, municipalities, Burlington County and 

the State of NJ who the plaintiffs claimed were responsible for damages they suffered due to flood waters in 

July 2004. The Birchwood Lakes Colony Club gave testimony in a deposition several years ago that we and 

our attorney Bruce Helies felt demonstrated just the opposite! The BLCC had NOT contributed any water to 

the flood waters and had in fact intercepted and stored 50+ acre-feet of water from continuing to go down-

stream. We helped mitigate the damages downstream where these plaintiffs were located. However, the 

plaintiff attorney Mr. Petkevis said, òBirchwood was sued for the alleged failure of a damó. Here we need to 

explain the technical definition of the word òfailedó as it refers to dams in NJ. ôFailedõ means that the dam 

was damaged by the flood but did NOT release any of the usual water impounded by the dam. If the dam 

had released any water impounded by it, it would have been designated as having been òbreachedó. Neither 

of our dams were certified as being ôbreachedõ by the NJ DEP. We clearly demonstrated this fact during our 

deposition. This part of our deposition is available on our web site. 

Click on òDeposition Testimonyó. Our attorney Bruce Helies of 

Wolff, Helies, Duggan, Spaeth & Lucas in Manasquan, NJ explained 

that the insurance company chose to make this settlement of 

$200,000 (BLCC coverage was for $1 million) because to go to trial 

would, at the very beginning, cost the insurance company $75,000 

for expert testimony alone. Legal and other costs would mount. So 

to settle for $200,000 along with the Judge accepting a ôNo Admis-

sion of Guiltõ pleading, was a business decision. Had the case gone 

to trial, there is always the risk of a jury award which together with 

the legal costs would have exceeded the $200,000 settlement.  

Has it come to this?  
Due to the limited response for volunteers for the 4th 
of July celebration & cook-out, we are not moving for-
ward with the standard celebration of a parade, cook-
out, and games. We are however, considering an alter-
nate celebration of some sort that requires less work 
and we will keep everyone posted as to what is de-
cided. Thanks to those who did volunteer. If you have 
ideas or want to join in, please contact Kevin Fenni-
more, KFENN@UCI-CONSULTING.COM 

BLCCõs ôfailedõ Timber Lake dam 
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2008 Officers & Directors  
Officers  

President John Cirenza 953-8912 

J.CIRENZA@verizon.net 

Treasurer Steve Wilus 654-8683 

STEVE.WILUS@CITIZENSBANK.com 

Secretary Vacant  

. 

V.P. Finance Mark Purfield 953-8330 

MDPURFIELD@comcast.net 

V.P. Lakes Bill Brown 654-9291 

KERRYBILL@comcast.net 

V.P. Property Guy Scott 953-5640 

GNSSCOTT@comcast.net 

V.P. Recreation Christina Fennimore 654-5292 

CBFGOT9@yahoo.com 

Financial Sect. Jack Campbell 953-7602

 CAMPBELL88@comcast.net  

 

Directors  
Tom Andreacci 11/2010 654-7922 

THOMASANDREACCI@msn.com 

Carol Kontos-Cohen11/2008 714-2203 

KONTOS@georgian.edu 

Kelly Maguire 11/2009 654-8483 

MAGUIREFAMILY1@COMCAST.NET 

John Rothwell Past Prseident 654-4678 

JOHNROTHWELL@hotmail.com 

Joe Russomanno 11/2008 654-1991 

RUSSOMANNO@verizon.net 

Steve Strauss 11/2010 953-0780 

 SGS321@verizon.net 

Kevin Wall 11/2009 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 
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Committees  

Architectural 

Chairperson Bill Brown 654-9291 

John Fiore  654-1080 

Martha McDermott  605-2658 

Antony Parsons  654-2033 

Guy Scott  953-5640 

Dan Ziomek  654-4635 

Clubhouse 
Chairperson Valerie Wall 654-6431 

KBWDECON@aol.com 

Sandy Scott  Kevin Wall 

Communications 
Website 

Webmaster Al Homann 953-3222 

AHOMANN@aol.com 

The Birch Log 

Editor Al Homann 953-3222 

Birch Log Distribution 

N Lakeside Dr W Bill Bielec 654-1761 

S Lakeside Dr W Joe Zurzolo 953-2734 

Upper Lake Connie Ziomek 654-4635 

Garden 
Chairperson Ed Briggs 953-7949 

Lakes Restoration 
Chairperson Tom Andreacci 654-7922 

THOMASANDREACCI@msn.com 

Membership 
Chairperson Patty Yulick 953-2734 

PATTYYULICK@comcast.net 

MORE CONTRACTORS ADDED!  

The Residentõs Recommended Contractors List continues to 
grow. Check it out on our web site. 

Oops! 
It has been brought to our attention, that the recent can-
cellation of the May 29th meeting regarding the Special 

Assessorõs report was not on the web site. We missed 

that! Sorry.  



 

3 

Thanks Southgate Mulch ! 

The Garden Committee recently re-

ceived a donation of 6 yards of hard-

wood mulch for BLCC's sign area and 

Timberlake dam planting areas.  You 

can support our sponsors by consid-

ering them when you order mulch of 

your own.  Southgate can be reached 

at (609) 268-1224.  When ordering, 

please thank them for supporting our 

club.  Ed 

�%�H�D�F�K���U�X�O�H�V���I�R�U���¶���� 
These new signs were installed 
on the beach recently. Please 

observe the rules as they have 

come to the BLCC from both 

the State and our insurer. 


